Task dependence of early attention modulation: the plot thickens.
In Kelly, Gomez-Ramirez and Foxe (2008), we demonstrated strong spatial attentional modulation of initial afferent activity in human area V1 reflected in the C1 visual evoked potential (VEP) component. Using the same task and analysis strategy, Baumgartner and colleagues provide compelling evidence that there is no such modulation in their data. Here, we examine differences in task conditions between this new study and our original study, speculate on how they may account for the discrepant findings, and discuss the broader theoretical implications.